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2008 Elizabeth Kane Award
given to the Parker Family

By Betsy Jackson

It was a rainy Sunday afternoon. The kind of day I could’ve stayed in
bed with a good book and a cup of hot tea. But it was the 12th Annual
“Thank You Volunteers” Luncheon at the Willow Tree Inn; a time to
share a meal with friends to honor the many volunteers who keep the
library ticking.

“Volunteers are the very heart of the library.” | think it was Barbara
Keiser, our wonderful director, or maybe Dr. Ernest Rydell, president
of the Board of Trustees, who said that. Truth is, we should all be
saying it, like a mantra, like a heartbeat. Without volunteers, a whole
lot of things that we count on in our daily lives simply wouldn’t
happen. Blood banks would dry up, shut-ins wouldn’t get meals
delivered, litter would pile up on the side of our beautiful roads, and
Bookmobiles wouldn’t budge. Ouch.

Some people are incredibly unassuming about their service to the
community. They’re not interested in making a big hoopla over their
contributions and they don’t want to talk about themselves. They just
do it, to steal a phrase from Nike. (continued on next page)
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EMPL Director Barbara Keiser and Friends’ President Faye Cyphers
present the Elizabeth Kane Award to (L-R) Mary Louise and John
Parker Jr., and Claire and Jack Parker Sr. (Dave Trainer photo)
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Community Room
gets new carpet

There is a new fresh look to the
Edinger Community Room thanks to
a contribution from the Friends. All
2,200 square feet of old carpet, dirty
and damaged from years of social
events, have been replaced.

The new carpet is a modular design
using Lee’s Squared Carpet Tiles
supplied by Flooring America. It is
being installed by Migeul Bodden, his
son Juan and assistant Robert. The 24
inch squares are subtle stripes of
various greens and will be installed in
a quarter-turn pattern.

(continued on page 4)
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DECONSTRUCTING SAMMY ': Money, Music, Madness, and the Mob

Join the Friends on December 5 at the Hillside Inn for a special event with author Matt Birkbeck

Sammy Davis Jr. lived a storied life. Adored by
millions over a six decade career he was considered an
icon and a national treasure. But despite lifetime
earnings that topped $50 million, Sammy died in 1990
near bankruptcy. His estate was declared insolvent,
and there was no possibility of ever using
Sammy’s name or likeness again. It was if
Sammy never existed. Years later his widow,
Altovise, was living in poverty in
Pennsylvania. With nowhere else to go she
turned to Albert “Sonny” Murray, a former
federal prosecutor, to make one last attempt to
resolve Sammy’s debts, restore his estate, and
revive his legacy.

Sonny, heir to another great but struggling
black legacy, spent seven years probing into
Sammy’s life to understand how someone of
great celebrity and wealth could have lost
everything. Matt Birkbeck’s latest book is a serious
work of investigative journalism that tells the
extraordinary and explosive story of an international
celebrity at the center of a confluence of entertainment,

politics and organized crime and shows how Sammy’s
outsized talent couldn’t save him from himself.

The Friends of EMPL will hold a special event on
December 5, 2008 at 7:00 pm at the Hillside Inn
featuring guest speaker Matt Birkbeck,
area author and award winning
investigative journalist. Matt will
discuss his previous books a well as his
latest, Deconstructing Sammy.

Because many of the events described
in Matt’s book actually took place at
the Hillside Inn, the Friends thought it
would be the perfect venue for such a
discussion. Matt will also answer
questions from the audience and be
available for a book signing after the
program.

Plan to do some early holiday shopping for a variety of
items available for sale by the Friends. Refreshments
will be available. If you have questions, please call
Jeanette Arnone at 570-424-3263.

Elizabeth Kane Award (continued from page 1)

The Parker Family of Parker QOil are people like that.
John Parker, Sr. joined the library board in 1983.
Mary Louise Parker served as president of the board
through some difficult financial times before the
referendum was passed. And for many, many years,
the Parker family has been donating fuel to the
Bookmobile. For their overwhelming generosity and
service to the community they were awarded the
Elizabeth Kane Service Award at our rainy day
luncheon. Especially now, with the cost of fuel so
high, we extend our deepest gratitude to the Parker
family for their years of service and generosity.

Volunteers are the heart of the library. \We know who
they are. The people who calmly go about the
business of reshelving books or straightening up the
children’s videos. They move quietly from job to job.

Like monks who’ve taken a vow of silence, they nod
and smile ... and offer help if you ask.

Which leads me to our Turtle Award winners: Leigha
Russ, who helps out at adult circulation, shelving and
keeping the paperbacks in order, and Irene McKenna,
who helps with circulation, reserve calling and general
tasks. Thanks for all you do!

It would be nice to have a big list with names of all the
people who volunteer in our community, not just in the
library, but everywhere. | think we’d be surprised
who’s out there just doing it. | was surprised to learn
that Robin Trainer, the editor and quiet energy behind
this newsletter, has been offering her services to the
library since her children were tiny. When | asked her
how long, she tilted her head and had to think. “Well,
the kids were really small and now they’re all grown
up and out of the house. I guess it’s been a pretty long
time!”
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From the Director:

Greetings FRIENDS members!

“Did you get new carpet?” No, we have a great
supporting FRIENDS group! Thank you FRIENDS for
specially funding the extensive steam cleaning of the
carpet in all areas of both floors of the Hughes Library.
It looks so much better someone actually asked if the
carpet had been replaced. We also thank you for
funding the real replacement of carpets in the meeting
rooms at Hughes — the board room and the larger
Edinger Community room. So, thanks to your hard
work and concern, the Hughes library stays new for a
few years more.

EMPL is also pleased to report on a separate fund to
support the continuing upgrade of the public computing
network. Thanks to several grants: for the Pocono
Township branch, through Representative Scavello’s
office in memory of Pat Lasecki; for Smithfields and
Hughes from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation,
with matching funds from ESSA Foundation and a
private donor; and you, the FRIENDS, there are
upgraded computers for each location either installed or
in line which will improve computer access for the
many in Monroe County who depend on public access
networks. For government services, employment,
business and information — so much depends on
computer access, and the public libraries are helping
provide this service. The public computing network
funds are also used to upgrade the routers and other
equipment which support internet access.

Have you visited the
EMPL website lately?
The page for remote
databases has been
redesigned to highlight
the wonderful resources available. There are even
resources to help you find a BOOK to read or new
author to explore. In the past six months there were
over 14,000 visits to the website. And be sure you pick
up a copy of BookPage when you are in the library, and
be sure your favorite convenience store has a supply to
distribute. Please let library staff know if you know of a
good location.

And finally, if you have used floppy computer disks you
no longer need, or small calculators, (the kind which are
often business giveaways) please drop them off at the
reference desk at Hughes. We reformat the floppies and
give them to those needing to save work, and the
calculators we loan to users sometimes do not come
back.

Thanks, Friends, for all you do for public library service
in the area. Think Library!

— Barbara Keiser

EMPL Wish List: twine or string for bundling magazines and
current magazines — men’s interest for the Correctional
Facility, especially cars, sports

and .
(We do subscribe for that location, but can use more!)

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It's great to be back in the
President's chair again.

Kate White did a great job and
will be a tough act to follow. All committees are hard
at work now. New board members have been installed.
Book sorters are overwhelmed with the amount of
books we are receiving. Your generosity will make the
2009 Book Sale a great success. Please consider

volunteering if you are able. We always welcome more
volunteers and will find a place for you.

Recently the Friends were proud to donate $500 in
memory of John Wolfe, former President of the Library
Board — come check out some great new selections in

science fiction and biography.
— Faye Cyphers
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It’s that time of year again ...

Time to get ready for our next annual book sale. Thanks to the generosity of our
community, we already have hundreds of books to sort and have begun to box and
place them in their respective categories. We are always looking for book lovers to
help sort books throughout the year. Pat Reinert is supervising the sorting process so if
you want to help please call her at 421-2866.

After the books are sorted, they go to a storage unit until they are ready to be moved
back to the library for the next sale. We welcome people who might be able to spare a
few hours over the course of the year to help move these books. If you think that this is
something you can do please call Jeanette Arnone at 424-3263 or Mike Heitman at
421-9844.

When we get closer to the sale, you will hear from one of our board members who will
ask you volunteer at the book sale. It’s not too early to pencil us in for an opportunity
to help out as a cashier, floor helper or greeter at the sale during the second week of
June.

Please accept our thanks for your continued support. See you at the sale.

— Jeanette C. Arnone, Book Sale Coordinator

NEW CARPET (continued from page one) This new carpeting can be cleaned
conventionally or if severely stained, the effected square will be removed and replaced.

In addition, the carpet of the Conference Room has been replaced with a new color
and elaborate borders. It will be welcomed by the many community and social
organizations that use this room.

Carpets in the remaining areas throughout the Hughes Library were steam cleaned by
the contractor for a fresh new look. All this work, valued at $13,000, has been funded
by the Friends of EMPL Book Sale of June 2008. — Don Manza, text and photos
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Open House reception in honor of Rikki Brodman — Rikki has resigned from the library staff
after 25 years of public library service, most recently as Circulation Manager.

Wednesday, November 5, 2008, 11:00 am - 6:00 pm Board Room, Hughes Library

Energy Conservation at Home: Good for the Environment and the Wallet
The Monroe County Conservation District is teaming up with Monroe County’s libraries to bring conservation
programs to your neighborhood. What better way to kick off this partnership than by sharing ideas for energy
conservation at home. Conserving energy is not only beneficial to our shared environment. With today’s

skyrocketing fuel costs, it is an economic imperative for many families. This one-hour program, which begins
at 6:30 p.m., we will talk about how our power is generated, what the alternatives are, and how we can all help

by doing small things around the house, our lawns, and our cars to reduce the demand for energy.

All programs are free of charge. For more information, contact the EE Center at (570) 629-3061.

Wednesday, November 5, 2008, 6:30 p.m. Smithfields Branch

Tuesday, November 18, 2008, 6:30 p.m. Pocono Township Branch

Beginning Internet Class — Class participants will learn how to use browser buttons, enter a website
address, use hypertext links and identify different types of web addresses and search engines. Beginning
Internet training is offered as a hands-on group class. You should know how to operate a computer mouse
and keyboard. For more information please call or visit the reference desk at your local library.
Registration is required. Sign up for this free class by calling (570) 421-0800 ext. 39.

Thursday, November 13, 2008, 1:00 p.m. Edinger Community Room, Hughes Library
Friday, November 28, 2008, 9:30 a.m. Edinger Community Room, Hughes Library
Friday, December 26, 2008, 9:30 a.m. Edinger Community Room, Hughes Library

Invest Wisely Using Library Resources: A two-hour morning information session on basic investing
principles and the library's electronic business resources. Registration is limited to ten participants at each
session. Participants should be familiar with the Internet. Please call 421-0800 ext. 39 to register.

Wednesday, November 19, 2008, 9:30 a.m. Edinger Community Room, Hughes Library

Online Database Class — Discover the different types of databases that the library has to offer. Learn
how to use these resources to locate journal, magazine and newspaper articles as well as statistical data and
other scholarly information. The class is free and open to the public. Registration is required.

For additional information contact the Reference Department at 570-421-0800 ex.39

Thursday, November 20, 2008, 7:00 ~ 8:30 p.m. Edinger Community Room, Hughes Library

Thursday, December 18, 2008, 7:00 ~ 8:30 p.m. Edinger Community Room, Hughes Library
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