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By Betsy Jackson 
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   Let us dig our gardens and not be elsewhere; 
 

   Let us take long walks in the open air… 
 

   Let us bathe in the rivers and lakes… 
 

   Let us indulge in games… 
 

   Let us be more simple: simple and true in our 
   gestures, in our words, and simple and true in our 
   minds above all.  Let us be ourselves. 
 

— Robert Linssen 
 

 
I caught Joan Leonard, past president of the Pocono 
Garden Club, by sheer luck. We’d been playing phone 
tag for a week.  

“ Joan?” 

“Yes?” 

“It’s Betsy Jackson and ...” 

“Oh! We finally found each other!” she said with a 
laugh. 

I asked questions and scratched notes while Joan 
talked. 

“So, Joan. How long has the Pocono Garden Club been 
creating beautiful gardens at the Hughes Library?” 

“I don’t know exactly,” she said, “Maybe seven years. 
It started as an Eagle Scout project in the fenced area.   
I don’t know why they called me, but they did.” 

 

I know why they called her. Her house has been on the 
garden tour five times.  

“You know the median in the middle of the parking 
lot? Well, that was a four foot high patch of ragweed 
until Kathy Boyle had the notion to till it up and plant 
flowers. We were the two girls with a tiller,” Joan said.  

“Wherever we can put flowers, I say let’s do it!” I said. 

“We planted bulbs all along there. Everything is a 
perennial, you know. At one point, a gentleman 
donated a whole patch of chrysanthemums from his 
garden.   
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE�
THE BOOKSTORE WITHOUT WALLS 

Have you noticed the large 
banner to the left side of the 

grand staircase of the Hughes Library announcing the 
Bookstore without Walls? We've been working very 
hard to develop an attractive corner to feature popular 
books at incredible prices. 

All books and videos are ONE DOLLAR every day. 
The inventory is updated frequently throughout the 
week.  

There are four classic wooden bookshelves. One is 
exclusively for CHILDREN; it includes children’s 
stories, pop-up books, young adult books, game books 
and suitable videos. 

A carousel is kept full of feature VHS tapes and some 
music CDs (as contributions are made). 

 

The other three bookcases are arranged to feature: 
�  Fiction 
�  Non Fiction 
�  How to ... 
�  Cookbooks 
�  Health & Nutrition 
�  Personal Help 
�  Biography 

At the same time, patrons can visit the glass display 
case where some books of exceptional interest are 
displayed at slightly higher prices. In addition, there are 
crafted items, from time to time, from local artists. 

Please come visit our bookstore; being without walls 
it’s always open! 

— Don Manza, Co-Vice President 
 

 

Let us dig our gardens 
(continued from page one) 

But the oddest thing was that 
they never bloomed. It took us 
the longest time to figure out 
that mums needed darkness at 
night. We’d planted them 
smack under the lights.” 

Note to self: turn off back 
porch light where mums grow. 

“Well, here’s a funny story,” 
she continued. “You know the 
patch across from the book 
drop?” 

“Oh, it’s so pretty. It’s my 
favorite.” 

“We call that the cottage 
garden. Everything in there 
came from somebody’s garden. 
People divided up their stuff 
and brought it over to plant.  
At some point we realized that 

we’d planted it on Midas 
Muffler’s property. So I went 
over and talked to a man, a 
really handsome guy! He looked 
quite nervous when I said I 
needed to talk to him about the 
patch of land. But when I told 
him that we’d planted a garden 
he said, ‘You do whatever you 
want!’... and that was that.” 

So, here’s the thing: About 
fourteen people volunteer to 
help with the care and planting 
of the library gardens. Besides 
Joan, there’s Holly, Mary Ann, 
and Ed, plus the rest of you 
green thumbs. (My apologies 
for not having all of your 
names.) The group meets the 
first Friday of the month, from 
April to November.  

(continued on next page) 
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Thank you, thank you and congratulations!  The 2010 
Book Sale is over and once gain you amaze us with 
your commitment and countless hours of work in 
support of EMPL services.  You also provided the 
community with an amazing book recycling fest. 

Now it’s time to relax and read a few of your 
purchases … or borrow more from the library!  Join 
the adult summer reading program.  Register online at 
the EMPL website, www.monroepl.org to keep 
records of the books you liked … and didn’t.  Review 
what you read for yourself and others.  The 2010 
theme is Fun and Games @ your library.  Stop by the 
library for your free pass to Bushkill Falls for 
registering (while supplies last).  The program runs 
until August 15; and for every 300 pages you read and 
log on your account, you will be entered for a chance 
to win a prize. 

The Hughes Library has a scanner and wireless printer 
available for users.  Flash drives are on sale for $7 for 
512MB.  Also, thanks to a FRIENDS investment, 
anxious readers can pay $3 to rent a best seller rather 
than wait on long reserve lists.  Other ways to help the 

library collection 
include selecting a 
title to donate from 
the library’s wish 
lists on Barnes & 
Noble or Amazon. 
Your selection can 
be in honor or memory of someone, or inscribed for any 
occasion. Look for the tab “Support EMPL” on the 
website.   

Thanks to John Schnaitman and the staff of Flooring 
America, there is a new floor in the elevator at Hughes.  
The book clubs at the Pocono Township branch are 
going strong, summer reading programs for all ages are 
underway and visitors increase at the Smithfields branch. 
Visit your library and take advantage of the many and 
varied resources available to you.    

So, thank you FRIENDS, for your time and support in so 
many ways.  Best wishes to all, keep safe, cool and 
Think Library! 
  

— Barbara Keiser  
 
 

 

Let us dig our gardens 
(continued from page two) 
 

Start time is 9:00 am but people 
show up around 8:15 to beat the 
heat and crowds.  

“In the beginning, Kathy Vogel 
generously donated plants. The 
Pocono Garden Club budgets some 
money for the project. And the 
Stroud Township Road Maint-
enance has brought us loads of 
mulch and put the boulders in,” 
Joan said.  

“Wow, that’s wonderful,” I said. 

“Well,” Joan said, “Kathy Boyle 
bakes a mean plate of brownies. 
She takes them to the guys up 
there.” Nothing like a little 
chocolate to spur on acts of 
kindness. 

“ Do you still need volunteers, 
Joan?” I asked. 

“Of course,” she said, laughing. 
“The more hands, the quicker we 
get done. But you won’t get a 
phone call, just show up! Plus,  

you’d be amazed what you learn 
from people. Each of them knows 
different things about flowers and 
plants.” 

So, if you want to lend a hand, 
bring your gloves and trowel and 
just show up. And if you’re looking 
for Joan, she’s the one with the 
truck. 

 

 
 

Betsy Jackson loves to dig in her garden. Check out her blog, This Being Alive, @ 
scratchingonpaper.blogspot.com or email her @ scratchingonpaper@verizon.net 
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Neither the heat, the rain, nor the NASCAR races kept 
the crowds away from the Friends’ 25th Annual Book 
Sale held in June. This year’s sale proved to be one of 
the most successful ever. Preliminary figures show that 
this year’s sale grossed $33,200.05, while the ongoing 
sales from our Bookstore without Walls brought in 
$11,882.16 during the past year.  

Our success is due to the tremendous community 
support that the Friends of EMPL receive. It’s estimated 
that 60,000 to 75,000 books and audio/visual items were 
donated during the past year. The logistics involved in 
dealing with this volume of books are overwhelming, 
but all is adeptly handled by the hundreds of volunteers 
who cheerfully donate their time and talent. 

From September through June, a core group of 38 
volunteers spent 2,125 hours sorting, pricing and 
boxing your donations. These books were sorted into 
over 50 categories. Those not sold at the Bookstore 
without Walls were boxed up for storage. These 3,128 
boxes of books were then moved into three off-site 
storage units, and two on-site storage areas. 

The week before the book sale is a well-choreographed 
production. Many additional Friends and community 
volunteers do publicity, retrieve the books from the 
storage units, set up tables, and ready the community 
room for the big event. During the week-long sale, 
additional volunteers act as greeters, cashiers, stock 
replenishers, and take-down crew. 

After a much deserved summer break, our volunteers 
will be ready to start the process all over again in 
anticipation of our June 2011 Book Sale! Friends will 
accept your book and media donations beginning 
September 15th.��

THANK YOU to the Monroe County Sheriff’s 
Department, Weis Markets, Shop-Rite, Giant Markets, 
Edible Arrangements, Panera Bread, Target, BJ’s, 
ESSA and volunteers from RSVP for helping to make 
the 2010 Book Sale such a great success. 

 
                                          — Pat Reinert,     
                                            Book Sale Chair  
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The Weis Market tapes collected at the library are 
tallied by RSVP volunteers. The Friends receive 
1% of the total from Weis. 

A lazy Sunday drive in the Poconos is a summer 
activity for many.  Picturesque landmarks such as 
lush trees, wildlife, flowers and waterfalls are 
often marred by litter.  We all need to do our part 
in keeping scenic Monroe County one of the most 
beautiful areas in Pennsylvania. 

The Monroe County Litter Control is seeking 
volunteers to help restore our natural landscape by 
picking up litter along our scenic byways. They 
will provide the bags, vest, and gloves. This can be 
done any day of the week and you will be assigned 
an area near your own home.  What an excellent 
way to spend some time outside, exercising and 
helping your community at the same time. 

To volunteer, please call Norma Fagan at the 
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) at 
570-420-3747.  We have many volunteer 
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Vicki Abousamra 
Michael Aikiuah 

Valerie Akers 
Evelyn Anderson 

Jonathan Auquilla 
Frances Barone 
Phyllis Bergman 
Lisa Bollinger 

Don & June Boyce 
Elizabeth C. Brady 

Linda Branch 
Tara Brogna 
Nancy Brown 

Jacquelyn Brown 
Linda Bushlo w 
Nancy Carlson 
Amy Carrozza 

Anthony & Barbara Cesare 
Jim Coble 

Dorothy Conforti 
Rose Marie Cutropia 

Lisa Deczynski 
Lois & Lillian DeLuccio 

Joe DeVivo 
Noorallah & Bill Downing-Hall 

Diane Dudak 
Terry Eason 

Edith Muesing Ellwood 
Jane Evans 
Gail Ferdon 
Jackie Flynn 
Frank Flynn 

Bunny Francis 
Patricia Fulcinelli 
Alexandra Gargiso 

Wade Gilholm 
Sian Go 

The Goding Family 
Ron Gotlich 

Steve Goverman 
Richard Green 

Thomas & Sherry Hall 
Gary Harper 

Deborah Harps 
Kim Hartman 

Patricia Heeter 
Carolyn Hetherington 

Ire'n Hiscott 
Angelo Iaconetti/Maria Holder 

Ethel Huff 
Katy Kadonoff 
Bea Kasebier 

Roy Kleinle 
Lori Kondrat & Family 

Christopher Kynor 
Mary Lear 

Jean Lesoine 
Eileen Lewis 
Tammy Lopez 

Tom & Jennifer Leckstrom MacIntire 
Ivan & Marilyn Margolies 

Antoinette Martinelli 
John & Ginger McCabe 
Trish & Bob McDonald 

Kate McDonald 
Carol Mercer 

Margaret Morell 
Susan & Jeff Morris 

Ellen Mugan 
Lesley J. Nalley 
Ginger Olver 
Clair O'Neil 
Dale Payne 

Margaret Petrella 
Clementine Petrizzo 

Ellen Phraner 
William Pratt 

Dorinda K. Pritchard 
Urszula Pulit 

Glenn A. Reish 
Andrea B. Reiter 

Don & Georgina Repsher 
Doris S. Robinson 

Mildred Russo 
Valerie Sari 
John Sayles 

Nancy Schmidt 
Stephanie Smith 

Venezia Sparacio Family 
Jeffrey & Sabrina Stoeckel 

Nkorni Tankwa 
Jeanne M. Tanner 
Melissa F. Thein 

Richard Tullo 
Joseph Vecchione 

Pat Wayne 
Susan Wenk 

Anna Mae West 
Jean Wiarda 

Rosemary Wieszt 
Albert J. Wilson Jr. 

Tana Wooten 
Barbara Young 

Michelle Zimmerman �
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