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REMEMBERING PETER NEVINS 

By Jeannette Arnone

On January 6th, the Friends’ Board of Directors lost a good friend and colleague. Our “Pete” Nevins died after a brief illness with brain cancer. While I stood on line for a full fifteen minutes, umbrella in hand, waiting to pay respects 
to his beloved family, I thought back to the night Pete was introduced as a new board member.  I remembered his impish grin and wonderful sense of humor. And I listened as a multitude of mourners talked about personal experiences with Pete while they patiently waited for his memorial service at ESU’s Abeloff Convocation Center to begin. I heard the words “respect” and “commitment” and “energy” and “dedication.”  I felt proud to have been one of his associates. 

I especially appreciated Pete’s dedication to the Friend’s annual Book Sale. When the board explored various fund raising venues in an attempt to replace the Book Sale because of its untold hours of preliminary labor and planning, Pete argued that it was a community event.       He saw the Book Sale as a way of bringing community members together to enjoy their contributions and to put books into the hands of area children while raising funds for the library. He visited the dozen or so book sorters who faithfully gather together every Tuesday throughout the year to ask for their opinion.

Pete reported back to the board that the volunteers were in favor of continuing the Book Sale and saw their efforts as a labor of love. Pete voted to continue the Book Sale and encouraged many of us to do the same. 

[image: image3.wmf]Pete was the chairperson of our annual dinner.           I worked alongside him and was amazed by his tenacity and insistence that it be “done right.”  

There was an obvious void when the Board met in January. Martha Linne remembered Pete as a “hard worker and one with a great sense of humor. He seemed to live life to the max.”  To Vivian Vega “He was a man who never met a person he didn’t treat like a friend.”                                                                                               (continued on page five)
[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.png]




PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

We lost Pete Nevins, a fellow board member to cancer.

Many of us did not have a chance to say good-bye.

I am so grateful that I took the time to say thank you to him when he would come to my rescue and write an article for the Friends’ newsletter. I will remember my last conversation with Pete at our Board Meeting. I told him I would be lost without him. When I said that I was talking about his writing and Pete knew that’s what I meant. It wasn’t until I heard Pete was gone that I realized how those words would come back to haunt me. 


In honor of Pete my message is to ask everyone to not only say, “I love you and thank you” to family and friends but take it one-step further and “write it down” for them to hold on to. Life is too short not to take the time to let someone know how you feel.  

My thoughts are with Gail, Pete’s wife, and his two sons. Pete had a very large circle of Friends and will be sadly missed. Good-bye Pete.
                                              — Kate White



Friends Helping Friends with June 2007 Book Sale
By Chris Francz
With our June Book Sale rapidly approaching we would like to let everyone know of the extraordinary efforts that some have made in making these Book Sales a success. 
While the Friends of the Eastern Monroe Public Library have all of the technical details finely-tuned for the Book Sale, the task of the actual moving of the books from one place to another is one that requires many helpful hands, strong backs and a lot of sweat.

John C. Lutz, Scout Master of Boy Scout Troop 75 of Tannersville has offered the Troop’s services in helping with the huge task. These Scouts are from many locations, including Tannersville, Swiftwater, Scotrun, Henryville, Reeders, Bartonsville, East Stroudsburg and Stroudsburg. John Pooley and his church group have also offered their much-needed help in this gigantic undertaking.

Anyone who wishes to help with the Book Sale or sorting ... call Jeanette 
at 570-424-3263


At this time the Friends have two rented storage lockers bursting with donated books in Marshalls Creek. In March, the Roadway Truck Company will be donating two trailers, which will be located behind the Library. The Friends will use the trailers to store the overflow of books moved from the mezzanine. The mezzanine, which is located on the third floor of the Library, is where the books are sorted, categorized and boxed by the sorters. Due to weight restrictions the books must be moved off the mezzanine each month.

In June, Troop 75 and John Pooley’s group will take on the arduous task of moving all of our books back to the Library for the Book Sale. To complete this process the Friends will rent two U-Haul trailers for the day.

We are extremely grateful for all of the kind people who will be taking time out of their busy schedules to help us, and in doing so ensuring the success of our Book Sale. (
June 9-15, 2007
Friends’ Annual Book Sale 

is a year-round  endeavor
It’s hard to imagine that t-shirts and flip-flops and the Friends’ Annual Book Sale in June will ever get here …but it will!  And there are plenty of people working behind the scenes to make it happen!

Recently, Kate White, President   of the Friends, and board member Jeanette Arnone hosted a breakfast for outgoing Book Sale chair, Linda Snyder, who is moving from the area.  Kate and Jeannette, who are co-chairing the Book Sale, invited the “sorters” for breakfast too.  The sorters are a dedicated group of people who carefully go through piles and piles of books   up in the mezzanine of the library every Tuesday morning from 9am to 2pm all year long.  Without them, the Book Sale would not happen. 

I had a chance to go up and take     a look at where the sorters work their magic.  I felt like I’d walked into Santa’s workshop; people quietly tapping away at computers, while others were busy moving books from boxes to tables, and people shelving books, chatting quietly with each other while they worked.

Vertie Knapp, a longtime volunteer, former board member and co-chair of the Book Sale told me with a smile, “If there are books around, I’m not very far away.”  She continued,” This is quite a production.  We already have two storage units filled.  This year we’re taking the time to tally all the books and categories and we know that we’re ahead of last year.”

“ We open every book to check on the condition and see if it might be a collector’s item.”
Lois Payne was sitting at a computer checking special books that might bring in a bit more money.  I asked her how she became a computer sorter.  “I got into this because one time I fell down sorting books.  I was like a great big timber with an arm full of books.  I’ve been working the computer ever since,” she said with a twinkle in her eye.  “You know, I remember the first book I ever asked my mother to buy me was a book on astronomy.  I think my mother paid a quarter.  I was always fascinated with what was going on in the sky when I was a kid.  I had that book all my life until about six years ago.”

I wandered over to chat with Elva Tinney and Joan Sayer who share a love of children’s books.  “The books are so beautiful,” Elva said.  “When I was a kid I had one book.  It was the Depression and you just didn’t get more than that.  I enjoy the children’s books.  We open every book to check on the condition and see if it might be a collector’s item.”  

Joan Sayer, Elva’s sorting partner, was an elementary school teacher for many years. “We have pop-up books, books with sounds, book series and sometimes we find some very special ones,” pointing out a beautiful copy of The Boy’s King Arthur, illustrated by N.C. Wyeth.  Just then, Jeanette Arnone popped over to mention a book of botanical prints they’d found with a copyright from 1888.  “That’s a special one,” Jeanette said, “it’ll go for $65.”  
           (continued on next page)
News from the Board of Trustees:

EMPL BOARD REORGANIZES FOR 2007
The EMPL Board of Trustees elected officers for 2007 and a new trustee started a three-year term in January.

Ernest Rydell of East Stroudsburg was re-elected as board president. Assuming office as vice president is Barbara Huffman of Marshalls Creek while Betty Murphy of Stroud Township is serving as corresponding secretary.

Ann Harmon of Pocono Township is treasurer. She replaces Frank Cefali who was recognized by the trustees in December when he completed two terms as board treasurer.

Laura Jenkins of East Stroudsburg has joined the board for a three-year term representing EMPL District I which includes Stroudsburg, East Stroudsburg, and Hamilton Township. Jenkins is retired from the East Stroudsburg School district where she was Chair of    the Library Department and Library director at East Stroudsburg South High School.

Jenkins fills the trustee position formerly held by the late Andy Weingartner of Hamilton Township.

Dr. Rydell indicated that a replacement for Frank Cefali is expected soon through an appointment by the Monroe County Commissioners.

Board membership represents the ten municipalities in Eastern Monroe County served by the EMPL. Four trustees are appointed by the county commissioners, four are elected by the board to represent designated library districts in the service area, and the other appointment alternates between the Board and the commissioners.

In addition to the new officers and Laura Jenkins, current trustees include Angelo Senese of East Stroudsburg, Donald Lynch of Middle Smithfield Township, and Todd Weitzmann of Stroudsburg.

Public meetings of the Board are held at 8:30 am on   the third Tuesday at the Hughes Library. (
BOOK SALE (continued from previous page)
But most books at the sale sell for one to three dollars with every kind of category you could imagine; there are animal lover’s books, anthologies, biographies, cookbooks and crafts, novels, romance, science fiction, and self help, religion, philosophy ... the list goes on. 
For the June sale there will be many signed books, boxes of newer books dated 2003 and up, a special table of higher priced books of interest to collectors, as well as sheet music. Available right now on the shelves in the foyer of the library are books for $1, as well as children’s videos for 50¢.

Donations for the upcoming Book Sale are still welcome with a big thank you to all the people who so generously donate.  (Please note that we are no longer accepting magazines, encyclopedias or records.)  Also, anyone interested in volunteering as a sorter or helping at the Book Sale as a cashier, floor help, refreshments, keeping the tables tidy … please call Jeanette at (570) 424-3263.  Any contribution of time and energy is greatly appreciated.

Membership forms are available at the front desk of the library as well as at the Book Sale. One special benefit of becoming a member is that on the first day of the sale, members may enter the sale area from 9am to noon.  The general public is welcome after 12pm.  
Thanks so much to the sorters for taking the time to chat with me. I’d love to come back and help sort books with you and hear more stories. Just being surrounded by all those books (and book lovers!) left me feeling happy all day long!

Also, a special thanks to Boy Scout Troop #75 and their scoutmaster, John Lutz for their help in moving books!  (They meet in Tannersville at St. Paul Lutheran Church.)

And finally, this is in memory of Pete Nevins, a fellow writer.

— Betsy Jackson



PETE (continued from page one)

Liz Koster’s fondest memory of Pete was “his arrival, bright and early each year on the first day of the Book Sale with his back cushion in hand, ready to work as a cashier during the most hectic time of the sale.” He was our treasurer’s right hand during the Book Sale. Our sale this year begins on June 9th. How sad that Pete won’t be there.

In addition to serving as a board member with Pete, Sally Freedman took several of his classes at TOALC. Pete was scheduled to facilitate soon-to-begin classes at TOALC. One of our newer board members, Bill McCabe, found Pete to be an “intelligent hard working man who believed in giving back to the community.”    

According to Ernest Rydell, President of the EMPL Board of Trustees, “Pete Nevins brought a high level of enthusiasm and energy to his service with the Friends of the Library. In addition to the annual Friends’ dinner and the Book Sale, Pete represented the Friends on the board of the EMPL Foundation. He challenged Foundation colleagues to be creative in fundraising and building an endowment to support library needs. We could always count on Pete to draft annual fund letters. A great deal of the time, Pete’s ideas for generating support were right on target.”

And Pete wrote articles for this newsletter. Editor Robin Trainer said “Pete was the man. He not only wrote the articles; he came up with the ideas for them and he’d get them to me on time or I’d know the reason why. He expected the same profession-alism from me. If I didn’t acknowledge his email right away I would get the phone call: ‘Hi Robin. Pete Nevins. How ya doin’?  Did you get my article?  Was it OK?’ Of course, it was always more than OK. I’ll miss those phone calls.”

There were several articles in the newspaper that detailed Pete Nevins’ many accomplishments. He was East Stroudsburg University’s sports infor-mation director from 1969-2002. He also wrote a weekly column over the last four years for the Pocono Record called College Corner, often featuring local athletes who had gone on to play sports in colleges throughout the United States. 
While at ESU, Pete was inducted into the College Sports Information Directors of America Hall of Fame and received the Warren Berg Award as the Nation’s Outstanding College Division Sports Information Director. Among many other awards, he also received the Irving Marsh Award for outstanding service by the Eastern College Athletic Conference. 

Although he had a busy schedule, Pete Nevins taught a graduate course in public relations in sports management at ESU. And he co-authored the book Pride and Promise – A Centennial History of East Stroudsburg University. 
Much of this I did not know about Pete Nevins.     I knew him as a board member of the Friends and the EMPL Foundation board. I knew he was a volunteer facilitator at The Older Adult Learning Center in East Stroudsburg. And I knew Pete loved his family, often talking about his wife Gail, sons Douglas and Daniel and his grandchildren. Gail and Pete’s recent move from Stroudsburg to the Lehigh Valley was to locate closer to their family.

Mike Kuhns, a good friend and Pocono Record Sports Editor knew Pete as “a husband, father of two, grandfather, mentor, writer and dear friend to many. His first love was Gail; his second, East Stroudsburg University.” To quote Jerry Sheska, men’s soccer coach “They just don’t make ‘em like that anymore.”  Perhaps Tom DeShriver, former sports editor of the Pocono Record said it best: “Pete’s love was his family and his passion was his job.”  

This was Pete Nevins. He will be missed.  (
(Contributions may be made to the Peter Nevins Scholarship Fund, East Stroudsburg University Foundation, 200 Prospect Street, East Stroudsburg, PA 18301.)
	Poet to give Reading on March 14
	Poet Sander Zulauf will read from his poetry on Wednesday, March 14 at the Hughes Library in Stroudsburg. Mr. Zulauf edits the Journal of New Jersey Poets and teaches poetry and writing in the English and Philosophy Department at County College of Morris in Randolph, New Jersey. In 1971, with Irwin Weiser, he originated the Index of American Periodical Verse, an annual poetry reference book, and edited the first ten volumes. In 1999 Mr. Zulauf was named first Poet Laureate of the Episcopal Church's Newark Diocese. His two books of poetry are Succasunna New Jersey and Living Waters. He lives in Andover, New Jersey, with his wife, photographer Madeline Zulauf.




Celebrate Dr. Seuss with Sigma Tau Delta 

A special Dr. Seuss themed family storytime will take place on Saturday, March 31st from 2pm to 3pm at the Hughes Library. The program will be presented by ESU's    Sigma Tau Delta members, and will include stories, fingerplays, and a simple craft. 
For information call the Youth Services Department at (570) 420-0800 x 14.
“Poe the Poet” Talk on Saturday, April 14
Why are the poems of the tragic genius Edgar Allen Poe so unforgettable? Daniel Hoffman, author of the National Book Award finalist Poe Poe Poe Poe Poe Poe Poe, will provide insight at 3 p.m. on Saturday, April 14 at the Eastern Monroe Public Library in Strouds-burg. Dr. Hoffman will discuss Poe's aesthetic theories and their influence on world literature and examine why his poetry continues   to haunt us today.
Dr. Hoffman was the 1973-1974 Consultant in Poetry of The Library of Congress (a position that is now designated as Poet Laureate of the United States). From 1988 to 1999 he served as Poet in Residence, Cathedral of St. John the Divine (New York City), where he administered the Poets’ Corner. In addition to the critical study Poe Poe Poe Poe Poe Poe Poe, Dr. Hoffman has published several collections of his own poetry: Makes You Stop and Think:  Sonnets (New York, Braziller, 2005); Beyond Silence: Selected Shorter Poems, 1948-2003 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2003); and Brotherly Love (New York:  Random House, 1982;  Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2000). 
Dr. Hoffman has received the following awards: in 2005, the Arthur Rense Poetry Prize from the American Academy of Arts and Letters; in 2003, the Aiken Taylor Prize for Modern American Poetry; in 1997, he was named Chancellor Emeritus of The Academy of American Poets; in 1995 he was elected Honorary Life Member, Poe Studies Association; in 1989, the Paterson Poetry Prize; in 1984, the Hazlett Memorial Award for Literature.

This presentation is a program of the Pennsylvania Humanities Council, supported in part by a grant from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Council on the Arts. The PHC inspires people to come together and share a life of learning. Since 1973, the PHC has provided resources that empower local groups to help their communities explore history, literature, the arts, and the ideas that shape the human experience.  (

۩ The BookHouse ۩
The BookHouse returns on Friday, April 20, 2007
Doors will open at 7 p.m. the night of each event, and the performance will begin promptly at 7:30 p.m. Seating is limited and available on a first-come, first served basis. Please plan to arrive before the scheduled starting time.  All BookHouse programs are free and open to the public. The BookHouse program takes place in the Edinger Community Room of the Hughes Library. For more information call (570) 421-0800 x 28. 

	Friday,
April 20
	Louie Setzer & The Appalachian Mountain     Boys in Concert
Louie Setzer, a premier bluegrass vocalist, has been performing traditional bluegrass music for well over 30 years. Louie's unique vocal styling, heavily influenced by first-generation bluegrass masters Jimmy Martin and Mac Wiseman, breathes new life into old tunes. That sets him apart from the rest. With his band, The Appalachian Mountain Boys, Louie combines traditional bluegrass and country music with a sound all their own. Blending driving banjo, country fiddle, Monroe-style mandolin, and walking bass, The Appalachian Mountain Boys' sound can best be described as Hard-Driving Honky Tonk. This promises to  be an exciting Bookhouse show to remember. 



	Friday,
May 18
	“Just an Old Sweet Song”:

John Abernathy Sings the Songs of Hoagy Carmichael with Tom LaMark at the Piano 
Acclaimed New England Cabaret performer John Abernathy brings an intimate evening of great American musical standards to the BookHouse. Join this magnetic performer as he pays tribute to the extraordinary work of one of the most accomplished and innovative songwriters of the 20th century, Hoagy Carmichael (1899-1981), creator of such timeless popular songs as Stardust, Skylark, Georgia on My Mind and Heart and Soul.
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