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Miss Blanche Carmer deserves all the credit for the early establishment
of a library in Stroudsburg. Her interest remained constant, and at her death she
left the library a legacy. Miss Carmer spent many winters in Miami, Florida, and
through the use of the library in that city, the idea was borm.

The plan was presented to the Stroudsburg Civic Club on October 25, 1915,
Miss Carmer explained that the New Century Club of Philadelphia offered a circulat-
ing library of 100 books (two-thirds fiction and one—-third travel) expressly to be
paid for by the club, and any books lost were to be replaced. The club voted to
send for-the books and accept the responsibility.

On January 17, 1916, ‘the club decided on a public library. Accordingly,
a small room was secured in the Reformed Church on Eighth Street. The library
was officially opened on February 1, 1916. In May of that year, Miss Carmer
reported 99 books loaned by the New Century Club. Sixty library cards were
in circulation. The Library Committee decided to have a shelf of new books and
charge ten cents a week per book.

Through rummage sales, bread and cake sales, card parties, musicals and
shows of local talent, the library continued to operate and grow in size. It had
outgrown its quarters by November, 1917, and moved to a room in Mrs. Pugh's house
on Main Street, next to the Stroudsburg Methodist Church. The library continued
to grow and soon found these quarters inadequate. In September, 1920, the Civic
Club purchased the old Stroud Mansion and prepared a new home for its library.
This was occupied in approximately December, 1920.

In May, 1928, the committee reported 5,000 - 6,000 books on the shelves.
The Stroudsburg Council had appropriated $100 to the library, but more money was
needed. Miss Carmer's report of January, 1929, stated that the Stroudsburg Council
had donated $300.

On February 25, 1929, Mrs. Helen Godcharles spoke on 'County Libraries as
Sponsored by the Pennsylvania Federation of Women's Clubs.' Mrs. Godcharles stated
that of 57 counties in Pennsylvania, only two, Dauphin and Susquehanna, had
adopted the County Library idea. She also mentioned that a demonstration of a book
truck would be held in Palmerton, Pennsylvania, on March 21. The club went on
record to look into the County Library movement and give it serious consideration.

The library report of May 6, 1929, expressed an old dilemma: insufficient
money and lack of space. The board had contemplated moving across the hall but
did not have enough money to pay the rent. Receipts from November, 1928, to May 1,
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